
Enjoy reading a story  
outside as you stroll  
along from one page  
to the next!

Join us for the 
TD Summer  
Reading Club  
StoryWalk®

The StoryWalk® Project was created by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT, and was developed in collaboration with the Kellogg-Hubbard Library.  
StoryWalk® is a registered service mark owned by Ms. Ferguson.

Colette: The Solitary Bee by Jean-François Sénéchal, illustrated by  
Pascale Bonenfant. Reprinted by permission of Milky Way Picture Books. © 2025

Jean-François Sénéchal Pascale Bonenfant

The Solitary Bee

Colette, the Solitary Bee is an adorable, 
heartwarming tale that shows us we 

can be proud to do things by ourselves, 
but it’s also nice to share our lived 
experiences with those around us.

As the son of two teachers,  
Jean-François Sénéchal 
grew up around books. After 
studying anthropology for 
a time, he gravitated back to 
his first love, devoting himself 
entirely to literature. His stories 
— exploring societal issues such 
as exclusion and inequality 
for audiences of children and 
adolescents — have won him 
various honors, including the 
2017 Joseph S. Stauffer Prize 
from the Canada Council for the 
Arts, and a Governor General’s 
Award for children’s literature.

Pascale Bonenfant is a true 
master of visual forms, using 
drawing, collage, watercolor, 
and screen printing to bring 
her playful works of art to life. 
Her journey — and her deep 
love for illustration — took her 
through design and visual arts 
studies at Laval University in 
Québec City, and later evolved 
into a role as a professor 
of graphic design. In recent 
years, her work has appeared 
in a wide range of exhibitions 
and publications, including 
more than a dozen books.

Anyone can make it on their own — 
just ask Colette! She’s a solitary bee 
who enjoys her own company more 
than anyone else’s and thrives on 
her independence.

Our little friend can do just about 
anything by herself: day-to-day tasks, 
cleverly navigating the elements, and 
even setting out on solo adventures.

But sometimes, even solitary 
bees need other insects around — 
when things don’t go as planned, 
but also when they simply have 
a good story to tell.
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